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From the Editors
q

Christian theology and piety is a Word-centered theology and piety, fo-
cused on the revelation of the Scriptures. But that revelation has been 
progressive and is divisible into two general periods, designated by the 
terms the Old and New Testaments or the old and new covenants. Criti-
cal for understanding these two blocks of revelation is the interpretation 
of the relationship between the two. In his article David Murray helpfully 
looks at the vital subject of this relationship and offers guidelines on how 
this relationship is best interpreted. Maarten Kuivenhoven then helps us 
think through the significance of one aspect of the old covenant, namely, 
David’s resolve to build the Temple in 2 Samuel 7. The story of David’s 
determination in this regard and God’s response displays something that 
is also central to the new covenant experience, namely God’s covenant 
faithfulness, His hesed. A key book in the New Testament for understand-
ing this relationship between the covenants is the Epistle to the Hebrews. 
Gerald Bilkes explores why Hebrews is such a powerful aspect of the New 
Testament corpus, and in doing so, ably opens up the Christocentric riches 
of this book.

In the area of historical theology, Ian Clary seeks to answer a question 
that has been much discussed in the past seventy or so years, namely, “What 
is Puritanism?” He offers his own helpful definition and concludes that a 
wide chronological scope is the best that would see Puritanism as broader 
than an intra-Anglican movement. Three studies of individual Puritans 
follow—Pieter de Vries on John Bunyan, Michael Brown on Samuel Petto, 
Donald MacLean on James Durham—keeping up a fine tradition, already 
established in the first two issues of this journal, of exploring in rich detail 
our Puritan heritage. The final essay in the section on historical theology 
returns to the theme of the earlier biblical essays, that is, the relationship 
between the covenants. In this case, Craig Biehl helpfully discusses the 
view of Jonathan Edwards on the moral and ceremonial law.

The subject of experiential theology, or Christian piety, is one that 
is flourishing today, and in this issue we have a number of fine essays in 
this area. They range over a fairly wide spectrum: from Timothy Gwin’s 
comparison of Calvin and Erasmus on the theological foundations for 
the goal of piety to Jennifer Neimeyer’s treatment of the Puritan spiritual 
discipline of meditation—an area in which the Puritans excelled and have 
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much to teach this generation of Christians—in the thought of Thomas 
Watson; and from Robert Arnold’s investigation as to whether the term 
“mystic” is appropriate for the Scottish author Samuel Rutherford to 
Karin Stetina’s discussion of Jonathan Edwards’s public delineation of his 
understanding of religious experience.

A Puritan author is the subject of the first essay in the section dealing 
with pastoral ministry, namely, Stephen Yuille’s study of John Owen’s 
treatment of biblical discipline—yet another area where we can learn 
much from the Puritans. James Davison then looks at Jeremiah Bur-
roughs, whose life and thought was the subject of his excellent Queen’s 
University Belfast doctoral dissertation. John Skidmore looks at Samuel 
Davies, whom D. Martyn Lloyd-Jones once said was the greatest preacher 
in eighteenth-century America. This is a welcome study, for, despite this 
remark by Lloyd-Jones, there is really very little by way of secondary 
sources on Davies. Preaching has ever been central to the Reformed and 
Puritan traditions—given their Word-centeredness mentioned above. Of 
late, though, various dichotomies foreign to these traditions of preaching 
have been introduced and urged, and Ryan McGraw helps us to think 
through why these dichotomies are not at all helpful ones. This sec-
tion concludes with Michael Haykin’s helpful essay on Samuel Pearce, a 
Brainerd-like figure who, as a close friend of William Carey, stands at the 
head of the modern missionary movement.

The final section of this issue deals with contemporary issues. Here 
we have two illuminating interviews, the first with Joel Beeke on how 
best to deal with theological error, and the second, more general, with 
Geoffrey Thomas, dealing with his ministry, growth as a Christian, and 
his reflections on the state of Wales and Europe today, and what is needed 
by way of ministry in the light of this state of affairs. Interviews like this 
are always helpful, for they remind us of that indispensable personal side 
to Christian ministry and theological reflection. Joel Beeke’s study of the 
practical lessons that John and Idelette Calvin’s marriage offer for the con-
temporary scene and Peter Beck’s study of Jonathan Edwards’s nurture of 
his family are vital subjects for today, given the widespread ideological 
attack on both marriage and family by Western culture.

A new entry in this issue are the book endorsements following the 
book reviews. These are meant to be helpful pointers of good books that 
should be read, but, which, for one reason or another, are not the subject 
of a more extensive review. As always, we hope that this issue of our 
journal will not only instruct but also edify and give rise to adoration of 
our good God!


