
1 
 

PhD Comprehensive Exam Reading list 

I. Historical  

Aristotle, De Arte Rhetorica (ca. 367-322). Translated and with an Interpretive Essay by 
Robert C. Bartlett see University of Chicago Press 

Cicero. De Oratore, Libre II (ca. 55 BC). See 
http://www.attalus.org/info/deoratore.html  

Augustinus, Aurelius. De doctrina christiana, libri IV.  Leipzig, 1520. Ibid., De Doctrina 
Christiana, Edited and Translated by R. P. H. Green. Oxford: Oxford University 
Press, 1996.  

Hyperius, Andreas. De formandis concionibus sacris, seu de interpretatione 
scriptuarum populari. Marburg: Colbius, 1553. Ibid., The practis of preaching, 
otherwise called The pathway to the pulpet: conteyning an excellent method 
how to frame diuine sermons, & to interpret the holy Scriptures according to the 
capacitie of the vulgar people. / First written in Latin by the learned pastor of 
Christes Church, Andreas Hyperius: and now lately to the profit of the same 
church. Englished by Iohn Ludham, vicar of Wethersfield. 1577. Of framing of 
divine sermons. Populer interpretation of the Scriptures. London: by Thomas 
East, 1577.  

Perkins, William. Prophetica, sive de Sacra et unica ratione concionandi tractatis 
Cambridge: Johannis Legate, 1592. Ibid.,  The Arte of Prophecying or Treatise 
concerning the sacred and onely true manner and method of Preaching. 
London: Felix Kyngston, 1607. 

Chappell, William. Methodus concionandi. London: M.F. sumptibus Timoth. 
Garthwaite, 1648. Ibid.,  The preacher, or the art and method of preaching: 
shewing the most ample directions and rules for invention, method, expression, 
and books whereby a minister may be furnished with such helps as may make 
him a useful laborer in the Lords vineyard. London: M.F. sumptibus Timoth. 
Garthwaite, 1648. 

Mastricht, Petrus van. De optima concionandi methodo paraleipomena: in usum 
theologiae theretico-practicae, resp. Henricus Wagardus. Utrecht: Meinardi a 

https://press.uchicago.edu/ucp/books/book/chicago/A/bo32427200.html
http://www.attalus.org/info/deoratore.html
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Dreunen, 1681. Ibid., The Best Method of Preaching (1681). Theorectical-
practical theology. Grand Rapids: RHB, 2018. vol I:1-31.  

II. Contemporary  

Achtemeier, Elizabeth. Creative Preaching. Nashville: Abington, 1980. 

____. Preaching from the Old Testament. Louisville, KY: Westminster, 1989.  

Adams, Jay. Truth Applied: Application in Preaching. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1990.   

Adams, Jay. Preaching With Purpose: The Urgent Task of Homiletics. Grand Rapids: 
Zondervan, 1982. 

Akin, Daniel, David Allen, and Ned Mathews. Text-Driven Preaching: God's Word at 
the Heart of Every Sermon. B&H Publ. 2010. 

Alexander, J.W. Thoughts on Preaching. Port Saint Lucie: Solid Ground Christian 
Books, 2009.  

Allen, Ronald J.  Preaching and the other: studies of postmodern insights (St. Louis, 
Mo.: Chalice Press, c2009. 

Allen, R. Preaching Luke-Acts. Atlanta, GA: Chalice Press, 2000.   

Amos, Thomas L., Green, Eugene A, and Mayne Kienzle, Beverley (eds.). De Ore 
Domini: preacher and word in the Middle Ages. Kalamazoo, Mich.: Medieval 
Institute Publications, 1989. 

Baars, Arie. “Theory and Practice of Preaching on the Heidelberg Catechism.” Arnold 
Huijgen (ed.), The Spirituality of the Heidelberg Catechism. Göttingen: 
Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht, 2015.  

Barth, Karl. Homiletics. David G. Buttrick (foreword). Louisville, KY: Westminster / John 
Know Press, 1991.  

Beeke, Joel R. Reformed Preaching. Proclaiming God’s Word from the Heart of the 
Preacher to the Heart of His People. Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 2018.  
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____. “Preaching the Catechism Today.” Jon D. Payne, Sebastian Heck (eds.), Faith 
Worth Teaching. The Heidelberg Catechism’s Enduring Heritage. Grand Rapids: 
Reformation Heritage Books, 2013. 

____. How to Evaluate Sermons. Darlington, UK: Evangelical Press, 2012. 

Beeke, Joel R., and Dustin W. Benge, eds. Pulpit Aflame. Essays in Honor of Steven J. 
Lawson. Grand Rapids: Reformation Heritage Books, 2016.  

Bridges, Charles. The Christian Ministry. Edinburgh: Banner of Truth, 1967. 

Brown, John ed., The Christian Pastor’s Manual. Soli Deo Gloria Publications, 1991. 

Briscoe, Marianne G. Artes praedicandi. Turnhout: Brepols, 1992.  

Broadus, John A.  On the Preparation of Delivery of Sermons. San Francisco: Harper 
and Row, 1979. 

Burghardt, Walter J.  Preaching the Just Word. New Haven: Yale University Press, 1996. 

Buttrick, David.  Homiletic. Moves and Structures. Philadelphia: Fortress Press, 1987.  

Cameron, Averil. Christianity and the Rhetoric of Empire: The Development of 
Christian Discourse. Berkeley: University of California Press, 1991. 

Campbell, Charles L. Preaching Jesus. The New Directions for Homiletics in Hans Frei’s 
Postliberal Theology. Grand Rapids, MI: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., 1997; 
reprint Eugene, OR: Wipf and Stock Publishers, 2006.  

Campbell, Jeffery C. “The Role of the Audience in the Preaching Event: A Discussion 
between Expository Preaching and the New Homiletic.” PhD. Diss., 
Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary, 2014. 

Caplan, Harry. “Classical Rhetoric and the Mediaeval Theory of Preaching." Classical 
Philology (1933) 28.2: 73-96.  

____.  Mediaeval artes praedicandi. Ithaca, N.Y., Cornell University Press, 1934. 

Carrick, John. The Imperative of Preaching. A Theology of Sacred Rhetoric. Carlisle: 
Banner of Truth, 2002.  
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____. The Preaching of Jonathan Edwards. Edinburgh: The Banner of Truth Trust, 2008. 

Carter, T. G., Duvall, J. S. & Hays, J. D. Preaching God’s word: A Hands-on Approach to 
Preparing, Developing, and Delivering the Sermon. Grand Rapids, MI: 
Zondervan, 2005. 

Chapell, Bryan. Christ-centered Preaching: Redeeming the Expository Sermon. Grand 
Rapids, MI: Baker Books, 1994.  

Chapell, Bryan et al., Homiletics and Hermeneutics: Four Views on Preaching Today. 
Grand Rapids: Baker Academic, 2018. 

Chapell, Bryan. Using Illustrations to Preach with Power. Wheaton, IL: Crossway; 
revised edition, 2001. 

Conrad, Leslie “The Importance of Preaching in the Great Awakening.” Lutheran 
Quarterly 12.2 1960. 

Craddock, Fred B. Overhearing the Gospel. Nashville: Abington, 1987; expanded 
edition, 2002. 

____. As One Without Authority. St. Louis, MO: Chalice Press, 1979, 2001 4th edition.  

Duduit, Michael (ed.). Handbook of Contemporary Preaching. Nashville, TN: 
Broadman Press, 1992.  

Dijk, K. De Dienst der Prediking. Kampen: Kok, 1955.  

Ebeling, Gerard. Einführung in theologische Sprachlehre. Tübingen: J.C.B Mohr, 
1971.  

Ekeris, Kees, van. Dialoog, dans en duel. Preken voor tijdgenoten. Zoetermeer: 
KokBoekenCentrum, 2022 

End, G. van den. Guiljelmus Saldenus, een praktisch en irenisch theoloog uit de 
Nadere Reformatie. Leiden: Groen en Zoon, 1991. 

Enos, Richard L. and Thompson, Roger (eds.). The Rhetoric of St. Augustine of Hippo. 
De Doctrina Christina & the Search for a Distinctly Christian Rhetoric. Waco: 
Baylor University Press, 2008. 
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Evans, G.R. “The Ars Praedicandi of Johannes Reuchlin 1455-1522.” Rhetorica: A 
Journal of the History of Rhetoric (1985) 3.2: 99-104. 

Eslinger, Richard L. A New Hearing: Living Options in Homiletical Method. Parthenon 
Press, TN, 1987. 

____. The Web of Preaching: New Options in Homiletic Method. Nashville, TN: 
Abingdon Press, 2002.  

Eswine, Zach. Preaching to a Post-everything World: Crafting Biblical Sermons That 
Connect with Our Culture. Grand Rapids, Mich.: Baker Books, 2008. 

Foley, Edward. Preaching Basics. Chicago: Liturgy Training Publications, 1998. 

Gibson, Scott M. “Defining the New Homiletic.” Journal of the Evangelical Homiletics 
Society (2005) 5.1:19-28.  

Gibson, S. (ed.). Preaching the Old Testament. Grand Rapids: Baker, 2006.  

Geest, Hans van der. The Impact of Personality in Preaching. Atlanta: John Knox, 1981. 

Goldsworthy, G. Preaching the Whole Bible as Christian Scripture. Grand Rapids: 
Eerdmans, 2000.  

Graves, Mike. The Story of Narrative Preaching: Experience and Exposition: A 
Narrative. Eugene, OR: Cascade Books, 2015.  

Graves, David, J. Schlafer (eds.). What’s the Shape of Narrative Preaching: Essays in 
Honor of Eugene L. Lowry. St. Louis, MO: Chalice Press, 2008.  

Green, J. B. & Pasquarello, M. (eds.). Narrative reading, narrative preaching: Reuniting 
new testament interpretation and proclamation. Grand Rapids: Baker, 2003. 

Greidanus, S. Preaching Christ from Daniel: Foundations for Expository Sermons. 
Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans, 2012.  

____. Preaching Christ from Ecclesiastes: Foundations for Expository Sermons. Grand 
Rapids, MI: Eerdmans, 2010. 

____. Preaching Christ from Genesis: Foundations for Expository Sermons. Grand 
Rapids, MI: Eerdmans, 2007. 
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Hazel, Jr., Harry C. “The Bonaventuran ‘Ars concionandi.’” Journal Western Speech 
(1972) 36.4: 241-250.  

Hoekstra, T. Gereformeerde Homiletiek. Wageningen, 1935. 

Hoeksema, Homer C.  Homiletics. Grandville, MI: Theological School of the Protestant 
Reformed Churches, 1993. 

Hooke, Ruthanna B. Transforming Preaching. New York: Church Publishing, Inc., 2010. 

Immink, G. Over God gesproken. Preken in theorie en praktijk. Zoetermeer: 
Boekencentrum, 2018. 

Immink, G, Stark, C. Preaching: Creating Perspective. Utrecht: Societas Homiletica, 
2002.  

Immink, F. Gerrit. “Research Report, Homiletics: The Current Debate.” International 
Journal of Practical Theology (2004) 8.1:89-121.  

Jacobson, D. S. Preaching in the new creation: The promise of the new testament 
apocalyptic texts. Louisville: Westminster, 1999. 

James, Andrew. “Why Theological Hermeneutics Needs Rhetoric: Augustine's De 
Doctrina Christiana.” International Journal of Systematic Theology (Apr. 2010) 
12. 2: 184-200. 

Janse Van Rensburg, J. “Narrative Preaching: Theory and Praxis of a New Way of 
Preaching.” Acta Theologica (2010) 23.2.:11-33. 

Jennings, John. "Of Particular and Experimental Preaching," in The Christian Pastor's 
Manual. Reprint, Pittsburgh: Soli Deo Gloria, 1991. 

Jones, L. P. & Sumney, J. L. Preaching Apocalyptic Texts. Atlanta, GA: Chalice Press, 
1999.   

Kaiser, W.C., Jr. Preaching and teaching from the old testament. Grand Rapids, MI: 
Baker, 2003. 

Kim, Matthew D. Preaching with Cultural Intelligence. Understanding People Who Hear 
Our Sermons. Grand Rapids: Baker Academic, 2017 
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Kimnach, Wilson H. “The Literary Techniques of Jonathan Edwards.” PhD diss., 
University of Pennsylvania, 1971. 

____. “The Brazen Trumpet: Jonathan Edwards's Conception of the Sermon.” in 
Jonathan Edwards: His Life and Influence, Charles Angoff (ed.). Rutherford, N.J., 
Fairleigh Dickinson University Press, 1975. 

Kistler, Don, ed. Feed My Sheep! A Passionate Plea for Preaching. N.p.: Soli Deo Gloria, 
2002; second edition, 2008.  

Kremer, W., and D. H. J. Folkers, Priestelijke Prediking: Verzameld Werk van Prof. W. 
Kremer (1896-1985). Kampen: Brevier, 2019.  

Levy, Babette May. Preaching in the First Half Century of New England History. New 
York: Russell and Russell, 1945. 

Lewis, Ralph L, Lewis, Gregg. Inductive Preaching: Helping People Listen. Westchester, 
IL: Crossway Books, 1983. 

Lloyd-Jones, D. Martyn. Out of the Depths. Wheaton, Illinois: Crossway, 1995. 

____.  Preaching and Preachers. Grand Rapids: Zondervan 1971. 

Logan, Jr., Samuel T. ed. The Preacher and Preaching. Phillipsburg, N.J.: Presbyterian 
and Reformed, 1986.  

Long. Thomas G. The Witness of Preaching; Westminster John Knox Press, 2005 

Lowry, Eugene L. The Homiletical Plot. The Sermon as Narrative Art Form. Atlanta: John 
Knox, 1980.   

____. Doing Time in the Pulpit: The Relationship Between Narrative and Preaching 
(Nashville, TN: Abingdon Press, 1989. 

Lowry, Eugene L. The Homiletic Beat: Why All Sermons Are Narrative. Nashville, TN: 
Abingdon Press, 2012. 

MacArthur, Jr., John. Rediscovering Expository Preaching. Dallas: Word, 1992. 

Martin, Albert N. Pastoral Theology. 3 Vols. Montville, NJ.: Trinity Pulpit Press, 2018-
2020.  
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____. What’s Wrong with Preaching Today? Edinburgh: Banner of Truth, 1967.  

McClure, John S. et al., Listening to Listeners. St. Louis: Chalice, 2004.  

McClure, John S. The Roundtable Pulpit. Nashville: Abingdon, 1995.  

McKenzie, A. M. Novel Preaching: Tips from Top Writers on Crafting Creative Sermons. 
Louisville, KY: Westminster, 2010.  

Mitchell, Henry H. Celebration and Experience in Preaching. Nashville: Abington Press, 
1991. 

Mulligan, M.A et al. Believing in Preaching: What Listeners Hear in Sermons. St. Louis, 
MO: Chalice Press, 2005. 

Murray, David. How Sermons Work. Darlington: EP Press, 2012. 

Nelson Burnett, Amy. “How to Preach a Protestant Sermon: A Comparison of Lutheran 
and Reformed Homiletics,” Theologische Zeitschrift (2007) 63.2:110-112. 

O’Malley, John W. “Erasmus and the History of Sacred Rhetoric: The Ecclesiastes of 
1535.” [Lecture] 

Old, Hughes Oliphant. The Reading and Preaching of the Scriptures in the Worship of 
the Christian Church. 3 vols. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1998-2004.  

Pape, Lance B.  The Scandal of Having Something to Say: Ricoeur and the Possibility 
of Postliberal Preaching. Waco, TX: Baylor University Press, 2013. 

Pipa, Joseph A., Jr. “William Perkins and the Development of Puritan Preaching.” 
Philadelphia: Westminster Theological Seminary, PhD diss., 1985. 

Piper, John. The Supremacy of God in Preaching. Grand Rapids, MI: Baker, 2004. 

Pleizier, Theo. Religious Involvement in Hearing Sermons: A Grounded Theory Study 
in Empirical Homiletics. Delft: Eburon Academic Publishers, 2010. 

Rice, Charles L. Preaching the Story. Philadelphia: Fortress Press, 1980. 

____. Interpretation and Imagination: The Preacher and Contemporary Literature. 
Philadelphia: Fortress Press 1970. 
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Rietveld, David., “A Survey of the Phenomenological Research of Listening to 
Preaching.” Homiletic (2013), 38.2:30-47. 

Schaap-Jonker, Hanneke. Before the Face of God. An Interdisciplinary Study of the 
Meaning of the Sermon and the Hearer's God Image, Personality and Affective 
State. Zurich: Lit Verlag, 2008. 

Shuger, Debora K. Sacred Rhetoric. The Christian Grand Style in the English 
Renaissance. Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 1988. 

Spurgeon, C. H. Lectures to My Students. Pasadena, Tex.: Pilgrim Publications, 1990. 

Stevenson, J. Preaching from the minor prophets to a postmodern congregation. 
Hollywood, FL: Redeemer Publishing, 2008. 

Stott, John R. W. Between Two Worlds: The Art of Preaching in the Twentieth Century. 
Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1982. 

Stout, Harry S. The New England Soul. Preaching and Religious Culture in Colonial New 
England. New York, Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1986. 

Tucker, A. B. The Preacher as Storyteller: The Power of Narrative in the Pulpit. Nashville, 
TN: B&H, 2008.  

Van Kooten, R. Handboek Apostolische Homilitiek: Uitleggende Prediking van de Tekst 
Vol. 1: Bezinnende Deel.  Apeldoorn: De Banier, 2023. Two more volumes are 
expected in 2023-2024.  

Wenzel, Siegfried. Medieval ‘Artes Praedicandi’:  A Synthesis of Scholastic Sermon 
Structure. Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 2015. 

Watkin, Christopher. Biblical Critical Theory. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2022.  

Wisse, Gerard. Homiletiek, Verklaring en toepassing van het Woord Gods. Kampen: 
Kok, 1930/80.  

III. Be acquainted with 

Achelis, E. Chr. Die Homiletik und die Katechetik des Andreas Hyperius. Berlin, 1901. 

Van Den Berg, J. “De Puriteinen en de Prediking,” Homiletica 17:3 (1958): 27-32. 
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Biesterveld, P.  Andreas Hyperius voornamelijk als Homileet. Kampen: G. Ph. Zalsman, 
1895. 

Brienen, T. De Prediking van de Nadere Reformatie. Amsterdam: Ton Bolland, 1981. 

____. “Voetius en Hoornbeeck over de Homilitiek,” in De Onbekende Voetius. Ed. by 
J. van Oort. Kampen: J. H. Kok, 1989. 

____.  De eerste Nederlandse Homiltiek. Onstaan, Vertaling, Inhoud en Verwerking van 
de Homiletiek De Ratione Concionandi van Johannes Hoornbeeck. Kampen: 
De Groot Goudriaan, 2009.  

Hoornbeeck, Johannes.  Dispuationis Theologicæ De Ratione Concionandi, pars 
prima, resp. Hermannus Hoorn, October 4, 1645. Utrecht: Petrum Danielis 
Sloot, 1645. [R] 

____. Dispuationis Theologicæ De Ratione Concionandi, pars secunda, resp. Johannis 
à Noortdyck, June 20, 1646. Utrecht: Petrum Danielis Sloot, 1646. 

____. Dispuationis Theologicæ De Ratione Concionandi, pars tertia, resp.  Johannis à 
Noortdyck, July 1, 1646. Utrecht: Petrum Danielis Sloot, 1646. 

____. Dispuationis Theologicæ De Ratione Concionandi, pars quarta, resp. Johannis à 
Noortdyck, July 8, 1646. Utrecht: Petrum Danielis Sloot, 1646. 

____.  Dispuationis Theologicæ De Ratione Concionandi, pars quinta, resp. Johannis 
à Noortdyck, July 11, 1646. Utrecht: Petrum Danielis Sloot, 1646. 

____. Dispuationis Theologicæ De Ratione Concionandi, pars sexta, resp. Johannis à 
Noortdyck, July 13, 1646. Utrecht: Petrum Danielis Sloot, 1646. 

Daiber, Karl F. et al. Predigt und Horen: Ergbnisse einer Gottesdienstbefragung. Band 
II: Predigten, Ananlsen und Grundauswertung. Munchen: Kaiser, 1983. 

Dijk, K. De catechismus-preek in haar verscheidenheid. Franeker: T. Wever, 1962.  

____. De dienst der prediking. Kampen: Kok, 1955.  

Douma, Jos. Veni Creator Spiritus. De meditatie en het preekproces. Kampen: 
Uitgeverij Kok Kampen, 2000.  
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Erasmus, Desiderius. Ecclesiastes: sive de ratione concionandi libri 
IV. Leiden: n.p., 1543. 

Fuchs, Ernst. Hermeneutik. Bad Cannstatt: Müllerschön, 1954. 

____. Marburger Hermeneutik. Tübingen: Mohr (Siebeck), 1968.  

Giebel, Michael. Predigt zwischen Kerygma und Kunst. Fundamentalhomiletische 
Überlegungen zu den Herausforderungen der Homiletik in der Postmoderne. 
Göttingen: Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht, 2009.  

Jonker, H. Actuale prediking. Nijkerk, Callenbach, 1968.  

Mönnich, C.W, Pop, F.J (eds.), Wegen der prediking. Amsterdam: 
Uitgeversmaatschappij Holland, 1959.  

Nebe, A. Homiletische Portretten. Eene bijdrage tot de geschiedenis der predikunde 
en der evvangelieprediking. Utrecht, 1881. 

Ruler, A. A. van. “De bevinding in de prediking,” in Theologisch Werk. Nijkerk: 
Callenbach, 1971. 

The last page of Perkins, William. Prophetica, sive de Sacra et unica ratione 
concionandi tractatis Cambridge: Johannis Legate, 1592, the list of authors and 
their homile!cal works. 


